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N
o matter how good the 
recording of a performance 
is, if the material being 

played is sloppy or uninteresting 
then you’re not going to get very 
far with your track. Good musicality 
can only really come from years of 
practice and a deeper 
understanding of how melody, 
harmony and rhythm interact. Bart 
Noorman’s Virtual Music School 
offers a comprehensive collection 
of videos, exercises and ear-

Bart Noorman’s Virtual Music School
training mp3s to take your music 
construction and improvisation 
skills to the next level.

The interface runs from within 
your browser and requires Flash 8 
plug-ins to view the 46 movies. 
With around 2GB of material 
included on the DVD, it’s 
recommended that you copy the 
content to your hard drive for 
smooth operation. Also included 
are 75 exercise pages, 11 original 
songs, 174 ear training mp3s and 
more than 70 FAQs. 

The lessons are split into three 
sections called Basics, Sections 
and Services. The Basics section 
covers musical language, intervals, 

chord symbols, theories in 
harmony, dissonance and scales 
plus phrasing melodies. Sections 
goes much further into musical 
theory, exploring different 
principles with playing exercises, 
ear-training tracks, a FAQ and 
several analysis and harmony 
exercises. Finally, Services 
provides an alternative way of 
navigating through all the 
documents and songs.

If you already have an 
understanding of music but want 
to take things further, VMS is an 
incredibly deep learning resource, 
especially if you are interested in 
jazz and improvisation. AH
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I
t’s fair to say that Steinberg has 
signifi cantly upped its game with 
version 5 of Cubase and that the 

company has seen fi t to fl esh out 
the already substantial DAW with 
plenty of new audio and MIDI tools. 
Given that the program has been 
out for nearly a year now, it’s taken 
a while for MacProVideo to put its 
Cubase 5 101 videos together. 
However, just take a look at the 
topic list and all is forgiven, as 
Steinberg product specialist 
Matthew Loel T Hepworth leaves 
no stone unturned.

The 351 minutes of tutorials can 
be either streamed or downloaded 
in HD resolution and then viewed 
using MacProVideo’s free NED 
player. There are 130 individual 
videos in 16 sections that cover 
every aspect of the program, from 
initial setup through to the fi nal 
mixdown of a track. These sections 
fall into fi ve chapters: Intro to 
Cubase, Projects & Tracks, Cubase 
Fundamentals, Recording 
Fundamentals, Editing Recordings 
and Projects, and Effect, 
Automation and Mixdown. Each 
video covers a specifi c topic with 
the fundamentals not just 
explained, but also compared to 
alternative techniques for getting 
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W 
hile the major samples 
developers concentrate 
on multi-gigabyte 

orchestral libraries and highly 
expressive virtual pianos, it’s 
pleasing to see smaller fringe 
developers applying just as much 
effort on producing what could be 
called ‘niche’ products. One great 
example of this is Tonehammer, a 
company set up by Troels 
Folmann and Mike Peaslee to 
produce a range of eclectic 
instrument libraries focusing on 
everything from bamboo sticks to 
hang dums and collections of 
metallic instruments evocatively 
entitled Rust. 

Mini, however, is one of the 
company’s most intriguing 
propositions to date, exploring a 
range of ‘tiny’ sounds – whether it’s 
the shutter noise from a digital 
camera, a collection of coins falling 
onto a marble fl oor or a so-called 
Pixel kit made from short sample 
clicks. While Mini won’t be to 
everyone’s tastes, it’s still a 
veritable treasure chest of unusual 
sounds, ideal for anyone who 
produces glitchtronica or 
experimental electronica, as well as 
being a perfect sound palette for a 
fi lm composer wanting a sonic 

similar results. Despite covering the 
basics, many tips and tricks are 
hidden away that would benefi t 
even the most experienced of 
Cubase users. Most importantly, 
these tutorials are so methodical 
that you really get the feeling you’re 
being shown the ‘proper’ way to 
set up and use Cubase.

This is an excellent introduction 
to Cubase 5 and will give new 
users a thorough grounding in how 
to get around while also providing 
plenty of extremely useful tips for 
more experienced producers. And 
if you’re new to Cubase 5, be sure 
to check out the free 45-minute 
overview videos available on the 
MacProVideo website. AH

MINICubase 5 101
counterbalance to the effect of big, 
reverb-drenched Taikos. 

For such a small developer, the 
attention to detail is superb – from 
the imagination involved in 
sourcing the sounds in the fi rst 
place through to the recording, 
mapping and organisation of the 
instruments. In the mix the 
samples really sit well, with plenty 
of high end and a ‘clicky’ texture 
that fulfi ls the Mini concept to a 
tee. Although primarily intended for 
Kontakt users, the WAV fi les are all 
easily accessible, enabling anyone 
to build their own sampler 
instruments from scratch. MC

VERDICT
An intriguing and imaginative 
collection of ‘tiny’ sounds. Mini 
is perfect for anyone producing 
glitchtronica or any music that 
celebrates the smaller things in life.

★★★★★★★★★★

VERDICT
A thorough unearthing of many 
of Cubase 5’s hidden secrets that 
will be of interest to beginners and 
intermediate users alike.

★★★★★★★★★★

VERDICT
Despite requiring prior musical 
knowledge, VMS is an extensive 
resource that will improve your 
reading, hearing and playing skills.

★★★★★★★★★★


