
Manufacturer Jammin

Price £117 (TBC)

Contact www.maplin.co.uk

Web www.jamminpro.net

T    he Jammin i-GX, which is 
expected to be available 
from the autumn, enables 

iPhone/iPod Touch users to play 
guitar or sing along to any music in 
their iTunes collection. If you want 
to sketch down ideas using it, you 
can record them, too.

The unit can run off four AAA 
batteries or a 9-volt mains adaptor, 
neither of which is included. 
Although most Apple models will 
dock with the unit, it’s worth 
checking the Jammin website for 
which features are supported.

Guitar and microphone inputs 
alongside a mono output are all on 
quarter-inch jacks. Each source 
has adjustable level controls aside 
from a 3.5mm auxiliary input which 
is merged with the iPod/iPhone 

playback. A 3.5mm headphone 
socket is included so you can 
practise without disturbing others 
in the night or while on location. 

Record and stop are controlled 
via a toggle button on some 
models. The guitar section has 
two clean and two distorted 
channels. Clean is a pure signal 
path and acoustic has a slight 
presence and bass boost. 
Distortion is flat and digital-
sounding, which is typical of 
cheaper units; overdrive has just a 
touch of crunch and the 
Colour control lets 
you shape any 
sound for bass and 
treble content. This 
enables you to 
mould the tone to fit 
your practice 
material better. 

Chorus, Flanger, 
Phaser and Tremolo 
all have a fixed 
speed, but depth 
can be adjusted. 
Reverb and echo 
depth is adjustable, 

too, and while none of these 
effects is high-end, they do give 
you a basic variety to your sound.

As this unit has no guitar input 
level display, the best way to set 
your gain is in clean mode and set 
it by ear. The built-in tuner works 

fine by ear, but we found it easier 
to use a free visual tuner app like 
Learn & Master. You can also 
substitute the guitar input for a 
microphone and sing with all the 
previously mentioned effects 
treatment for vocal practise.

The unit is very lightweight and 
can easily be slung in a bag. It is 
however, toy-like in build, so be 
prepared to treat it with respect to 
preserve its lifespan.

iTunes works fine for playback 
and recording is easy to do in 
most apps. Playing back your 
recordings through the i-GX seems 
to be a problem and only 
iProRecorder can currently do it. 
But we have been told that 
Sonoma is working on a Four 
Track update, promising to make 
the i-GX a more powerful musical 
sketching tool in future. LO
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VERDICT
This is a unique product at a price, 
offering portable practice solution 
with little fuss.

★★★★★★★★★★

VERDICT
A great recording app for recording 
content but it won’t allow you to 
import external audio files.

★★★★★★★★★★

VERDICT
Does its job of backing up your 
hardware presets, but the music 
ideas element needs taking further.

★★★★★★★★★★
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Manufacturer Line 6

Price £58.75

Contact uk.line6.com/midimobilizer

Web uk.line6.com

L ine 6 is best known for its 
range of guitar and amp 
modelling products, so the 

release of this iPod/iPhone MIDI 
interface is a surprise move. It’s 
designed for use by the gigging or 
touring musician, when portability 
is a major bonus. 

As soon as you connect the 
Mobilizer to an iPod Touch or 
iPhone, you’re prompted to 
download the free MIDI Memo 
Recorder from the App Store. This 
is a bare-bones MIDI capture and 
playback app that can record MIDI 
performances or MIDI SYSEX to 
back them up, and recall single or 
entire banks of presets from your 
MIDI kit as a failsafe precaution. 

Being able to capture a musical 
idea without a laptop is very useful 
for a musician in rehearsal or 
soundcheck, so the MIDI Memo 

Developer Sonoma Wire Works

Price £5.99 (Apple app store) 

Contact info@sonomawireworks.com

Web www.sonomawireworks.com

Mirroring the old cassette-
based units of the past, 
FourTrack has large 

volume faders, pan dials and 
record arm buttons for its four 
recording channels. Record and 
play buttons are placed below a 
large jog wheel for moving the 
playback position. 

It includes tools to bounce, 
duplicate and mix down with 
master EQ and compression. You 
cannot import external audio files 
but you can copy and paste from 
select apps such as AirWrench, 
Dopplerpad and many more.

Inputs to FourTrack can be the 
internal microphone or any external 
attachments. Recording is at 
16-bit/44.1kHz resolution with 
calibrated metering and 1ms 
latency. Tracks can be downloaded 
via WIFI to another computer.

function lets you 
name and email 
them as Standard 
MIDI File (SMF) files. This 
makes it a great 
collaborating tool. 

The device coped with all 
the MIDI data we could chuck at it 
without any glitches. But labeling 
each recording was a little 
awkward, as the input keyboard 
works only in portrait mode. 

Aside from this we found it 
carried out all of its current duties, 
which will be extended with the 
new MIDI Surface app to give you 
keyboard, drum pad and fader 

All functions worked flawlessly 
as we sketched out a four-track 
song idea all the way through to  
exporting the project. To take your 
projects a step further, RiffWorks’ 
T4 program for PC/Mac lets you 
import and mix your projects. JS

midi mobilizer Fourtrack




