KEY FEATURES
Drum Racks
REX file support
and beat slicing
64-bit mix
summing
Sidechain FX
processing
Tempo Nudge

Multiple
automation
lanes

Video export
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With new features geared towards studio tasks, is version 7 of Ableton’s traditionally
performance-centric Live moving into new territory? Jon Margulies finds out...

LIVE7

Price £369. Ableton Suite £539. Upgrade from

Live 6 to Live 7 £99. Upgrade from Live 1 to
Live 5 £129

Minimum system requirements

PC 1.5GHz processor, Windows XP,

512MB RAM

Mac G4 1GHz, Mac 0SX 10.3.9, 512MB RAM

nless you’ve been living in

a cave for the last few

years, you’ll know that

Ableton’s Live is the

program responsible for
turning the music-production world
upside down with its unique approach
to time manipulation and its instrument-
like feel. No longer the new kid on the
block, Live is now the centrepiece of
many a performer’s and producer’s
arsenal of tools.
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Having come of age, then, what’s
next for Live? Well, this release sees the
introduction of the Ableton Suite, a
comprehensive production tool
complete with a stack of software
instruments and more than 30GB of
sample libraries. While it’s been clear for
a while that Ableton is carving its own
niche in DAW territory, this move brings
it closer to all-in-one packages such as
Logic and Cubase.

Stage and studio
In this regard, Live is once again the
new kid on the block. Not content with
dominating the live-performance arena,
Ableton is now equipping Live with
essential studio tools. Aside from the
Ableton Suite, Live itself now has a
spectrum analyzer, while the EQ Eight
equalizer now boasts a high-quality,
64-bit mode.

Despite these further moves into
studio territory, Live 7 has retained its
unique approach to working and never-

stop-the-music philosophy. But do all of
the new features and functionality add
up to a winning deal?

On the Rack

If you spend a lot of time making beats,
the most exciting new feature in Live 7
will be the Drum Rack. Racks were
introduced in Live 6 as a way of creating
effect groups or layered instruments, but
the Drum Rack takes the concept
further. It provides an extremely powerful
and streamlined way of creating drum
kits that’s intuitive and simple, yet
capable of extreme complexity.

The Drum Rack has a familiar drum
pad-style interface into which samples
or virtual instruments can be dragged
and dropped. There are 127 pads in
total (one for each MIDI note), but you
can view only 16 at any one time. A
clever scrolling map to the right of the
Drum Rack enables you to navigate
between the pads. Supported
controllers (such as M-Audio’s Trigger
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