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Minimum system requirements 
PC 1GHz processor, Windows XP, 1GB RAM
Mac G4 1GHz, Mac OSX 10.3.9, 1GB RAM

A 
 nnouncements were made 
as long ago as 2005 – and 
alleged sightings have been 
reported ever since – but 
it’s only now that MachFive 

2 has touched down. Surround sound-
capable and deemed light years ahead 
of its nearest rivals, MOTU’s Universal 
Sampler fi rst appeared in the autumn of 
2003. But four years is a long time to 
wait for an update and some MachFive 
devotees on the Mac platform switched 
to rival applications such as Kontakt 2 
when the Intel machines arrived. 

Their reasoning was simple: they 
could continue working (Windows 
users, of course, were not affected). 
Might they now be tempted back? 

This is a very signifi cant upgrade, 
offering a plethora of new features: 
32GB of audio content, surround sound 
up to 7.1, unlimited parts per instance, 
disk streaming, a new graphics engine 
with full-screen editing, modular 
synthesis, layered keygroup mapping 
with rule-based switching, a new built-in 

mixer view, plus a slew of effects 
including convolution reverb, loop 
slicing and destructive/non-destructive 
sample editing (including time 
stretching). And that’s only the half of it.

The ins and outs
Like version 1, MachFive 2 runs as a 
standalone application or as a plug-in 
(MAS, VST, AU, RTAS, DXi), but it also 
now handles fi le importation directly, 
without requiring a conversion utility. In 
fact, you can now use the majority of 

MOTU has upped the ante with its updated Universal Sampler, 
MachFive 2. Keith Gemmell breaks the sound barrier...

popular third-party libraries as if they 
were native MachFive fi les. 
GigaSampler, EXS24 and Kontakt 2 
fi les, for example, are all translated with 
their original preset data intact. 

Many legacy hardware CDs from the 
likes of Roland, AKAI and E-mu also 
remain supported. These oldies won’t 
be recognised directly by your PC or 
Mac, but they can be accessed from 
within MachFive. However, there are 
some formats that it doesn’t recognise 
(and its main rival Kontakt 3 does) such 
as Reason NN-XT, HALion and Battery – 
not a major drawback by any means, 
but it might put some people off.

Many musicians, though, may never 
stray beyond the impressive 32GB of 
sounds supplied on the accompanying 
four DVDs, which include an 8GB 
concert grand piano, a comprehensive 
range of instruments and loops, 
surround sounds (string orchestra, drum 
kits/loops and church organ) and a 
selection of hi-res instruments (192kHz). 

Of particular interest to fi lm and 
media composers – and there are many 
who use MOTU’s Digital Performer – will 
be the specially licensed Vienna 
Symphonic Library collection, which 
makes full use of MachFive’s new Layer 

Rules feature for triggering natural 
vibrato. The full orchestra is 
represented, which, as expected, 
sounds great. However, conspicuous by 
their absence are the solo string 
instruments – violin, viola and cello. 

Just browsing
Browsing fi les and sound management 
in general has been signifi cantly 
improved in version 2. In fact, it’s the 
best around, in our opinion. These sorts 
of tasks can often interfere with and 

MachFive 2 represents a major 
upgrade to what is already a 
world-class sampler.

FOR PC
& MAC

KEY FEATURES
■  Unified single-

window design
■  24-bit, 192kHz 

audio resolution
■  Three-

dimensional 
layered 
keygroup 
mapping

■  Built-in 
graphical mixer

■  Two synth 
engines

■  Disk streaming
■  Drag-and-drop 

audio import 
and export

■  Loop Lab beat-
slicing tool

Review 
MOTU MachFive 2

www.musictechmag.co.uk MusicTech MAGAZINE  January 2008  99  


