
Manufacturer XLN Audio

Price £99  

Contact Arbiter 020 8207 7880

Web www.xlnaudio.com 

A  lthough there are a number 
of drum-based virtual 
instruments around, we were 

rather taken by the release of XLN 
Audio’s Addictive Drums back in 
Issue 50. 

While other libraries can 
consume the best part of a 120GB 
hard drive, Addictive Drums takes 
a more prudent approach to disk 
resources thanks to some clever 
data compression and the 
omission of the ‘bleed’ that 
characterises libraries such as 
FXpansion’s BFD. Even so, 
Addictive Drums sounds superb 

Manufacturer EastWest/Quantum Leap

Price £318  

Contact EastWest + 31 20 4041 687

Web  www.soundsonline-europe.com  

Q uantum Leap is an eclectic 
virtual instrument series 
from EastWest, with titles 

as diverse as Ministry of Rock and 
Symphonic Orchestra. But 
perhaps the most intriguing library 
in the collection is Gypsy – a 
collection of gypsy-style virtual 
instruments (violin, trombone, 
accordions, guitars and 
percussion), plus an amazing set 
of foot stomps and castanets. 

Unlike many virtual 
instruments, Gypsy doesn’t 
employ a third-party sample 
player. Instead, it uses its own 
EastWest PLAY system and 
sample engine, which requires an 
iLok copy protection key. This isn’t 

included, so unless you already 
have other iLok-protected 
software, you’ll have to buy one. 
It’s worth the hassle, though, 
because QL Gypsy is a bit special.  

Specialist they may be, but the 
quality of these instruments is 
outstanding – except, perhaps, the 
trombone, which we wouldn’t 
recommend for solo work. 
However, it sounds fi ne when 
blended in a mix. On the contrary, 
the violin is wonderfully rich, plays 
easily and sounds great. So, too, 
do the guitars – classical, Django, 
fl amenco and Spanish steel – 
which are distinctly different from 
each other, each being suited to a 
particular playing style and 
musical mood.

and is capable of producing some 
stunningly realistic performances 
will relative ease. 

AD Retro is the fi rst in a 
number of expansion packs 
promised for Addictive Drums, 
with a bias towards vintage-style 
kits and loops. Three Ludwig kits 
are included: a Blue Oyster 70s, 
Black Oyster 60s and Vistalite 70, 
plus presets (for FX settings and 
so on) and MIDI loops. The kits are 
captured with the same fi nesse as 
the existing Additive Drums library, 
although the drums have an overall 
‘looser’ quality. The MIDI loops 
weren’t quite as strong as we’d 
hoped, although they’re useful as 
a means of quickly assembling a 
rhythm track.

AD Retro certainly brings some 
important extra sounds for 
Addictive Drums users, and they 
contrast well with the original 
library. In producing a vintage 
sample set, though, XLN Audio 
seems to have followed the lead 
set by competing products rather 
than carving out a more distinctive 
niche for Addictive Drums.

 Quantum Leap Gypsy 

Manufacturer Loopmasters

Price £34.95  

Contact Time+Space 01837 55200

Web www.loopmasters.com 

S ince 2003, Brighton-based 
Loopmasters has been 
producing consistently 

high-quality samples collections, 
in-house, at their Brighton-based 
recording studio. But October 
2007 saw the launch of the new 
Artist series – sampling discs 
created by well-respected outside 
producers and artists. Aquasky 
provided the fi rst title and Trafi k 
have produced the second, a 
collection of progressive house 

and electronica samples. Trafi k – 
Andrew Archer and John Elliott – 
are signed to the prestigious 
independent dance music label 
Global Underground and have just 
completed their second studio 
album, entitled Club Trafi kana.

Trafi k are producing some of 
the most up-to-the-minute 
progressive dance music around at 
the moment, and their expertise in 
this genre is clearly evident by the 
generous helping of well-produced 
loops offered here: fat juicy drums, 
bass and synth sounds with an 
earthy, often menacing quality. It’s 
compulsive stuff, with tempos 
ranging from 120–135BPM. 

What’s particularly impressive is 
the sheer number of formats: ACID 
.WAV, REX2, Apple Loops and 
Reason ReFill, plus patches for 
Reason, Kontakt, HALion, EXS24, 
Emulator X2 and Ableton Live. As 
Loopmasters points out: if you 
can’t fi nd what you need, you must 
be using the wrong software. 

 Progressive House & Electronica – Trafi k

VERDICT
A suitable extension to the kits 
already included in Addictive 
Drums, especially if you enjoy a 
looser, retro-sounding feel.

★★★★★★★★★★

 AD Retro  

VERDICT
An atmospheric, up-to-the-minute 
electronica samples set with a 
distinctive edge and a reasonable 
price tag. 

★★★★★★★★★★
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VERDICT
If you get a call for some specialist 
gypsy-style music, Quantum Leap 
Gypsy’s superb virtual instruments 
are highly recommended and will 
almost certainly have you covered. 

★★★★★★★★★★
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