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O  ne of the major new 
features in Reason 4 is 
Thor, a mighty synth that 

brings a new level of sonic depth 
to the program. Bigger and more 
programmable than any of the 
other modules in the rack, the 
sounds it can produce are on a par 
with leading virtual instruments. 

Learning to program it, 
however, is a little harder than the 
more basic synths. However, the 
fi rst of what will surely be many 
patch collections for Thor comes 
from PowerFX. A modest 
download (it’s patches, not 
samples), the Mjolnir ReFill 
contains 500 Thor presets 
programmed by eXode as well as 
50 Combinator patches that utilise 
Thor. As well as some generic 
electronic patches grouped by 
lead, bass, pad and 

FX, there are commendable 
simulations of ARP, Odyssey, 
Prophet, Moog and Oberheim 
synths, which come surprisingly 
close to the real things.

Thor is fairly fl exible and this 
leads to some interesting and 
involving presets, making effective 
use of the synth’s built-in effects 
and sequencer. The Combinator 
patches are particularly good as 
they mostly use more than one 
instance of Thor along with other 
modules to create complex split, 
layered and sequenced patches. 
There’s some clever routing going 
on, in many cases involving CV 
and multiple copies of Thor. 

The focus of this ReFill is 
electronica, including techno, 
trance, house and others, and on 
the whole the patches will prove 
invaluable to anyone using Reason 
for electronic music, taking the 
hassle out of programming 
Reason’s new synth. It may feel a 
little strange paying for presets 
rather than audio content, but the 
broad and professional-sounding 
range of patches on offer soon 
dispels that thought. HJ
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D  elve into Soundbwoy Killah 
Drum N Bass sample pack 
collection from 

Loopmasters and you’ll soon fi nd 
tearing drum and bass breakbeats, 
searing bass lines, plus obscure 
and dark musical loops and pads. 
Producer Mr Mowgli has also 
included a string of other-world 
effects and plenty of individual 
drum hits, and has reportedly 
‘gone to town’ with this production 
– his fi rst Loopmasters release.

If you’re a producer making 
drum‘n’bass, jungle or even more 
down-tempo breakbeat tracks, 
you’ll fi nd a solid selection of 
rolling beats, dirty leads, basses 
and atmospherics ready to drop 
straight into your mix. The 205MB 
download comprises 330 
ACIDized .WAV fi les, 86 REX2 
samples, and 18 patches for 
HALion, Kontakt, Reason NN-XT, 
SFZ and EXS. It’s also compatible 
with Stylus RMX. 

Breaking down the sample 
content, 330 samples make up the 
total, with 43 breakbeat drum 
loops, 26 music loops, 16 bass 
loops, 26 SFX .WAVs, six bass 

multis and fi ve 
drum kits incorporating more than 
150 drum hits.

We experimented by adding 
loops to existing productions, 
fi ltering them in and out. They 
quickly fl eshed out the mix of the 
sparsest composition. The name 
implies that it is aimed more at 
those involved with the harder end 
of drum‘n’bass, but the material 
also worked in smoother, more 
liquid styles. The individual hits are 
all high-quality samples – creative 
possibilities abound... KW

  Mjolnir ReFill   Soundbwoy Killah 
Drum n Bass

WHAT OUR RATINGS MEAN
★★★★★★★★★★
EXCELLENCE AWARD
10/10  The best in its class. This product 
produces superb results, is well implemented 
and sensibly priced. 

★★★★★★★★★★
9/10  This product demands serious consideration. 
It comes highly recommended and has an effective 
balance of features and a pleasing performance.

★★★★★★★★★★
8/10  A recommended product with features, 
performance and pricing that meets the 
needs of its target market.

★★★★★★★★★★
7/10  A good product that may well fit your 
requirements, but you need to check that its 
features fit your working process and that it 
can deliver the results you’re after.

★★★★★★★★★★
6/10  This product has merit, but some 
improvements or a more competitive price would 
make it more appropriate for its target audience.

★★★★★★★★★★
5/10  Certain oversights in this product’s 
design and performance could limit 
its usefulness. 

★★★★★★★★★★
1–4  Buyer beware: this is a sliding scale 
of poor quality, overpricing and/or 
disappointing performance.

OUR REVIEWS POLICY 
At MTM we take our reviews very seriously indeed. 
We aim to offer you nothing but the best information 
and expert opinion, helping you to make the right 
purchasing decisions. Our reviewers are experts in their 
field and talk to the manufacturers throughout 
the reviewing process to ensure accuracy.

Let’s be honest – this 
product is, at the very 
least, the best in its 
class. You probably 
ought to just buy it!

A very good product 
that we feel deserves 
serious consideration 
by you. Likely to be a 
studio standard.

Being attractively 
priced isn’t enough to 
deserve this award – 
the product must also 
deliver great results.

This award signals
significant progress
in the way technology 
is applied to a 
particular problem.

lead, bass, pad and 

VERDICT
A credible, royalty-free sample pack 
for drum‘n’bass heads and breaks 
producers alike. This versatile set 
will add a hard-edged junglist flavour 
to your mix for under £15. Bargain.

★★★★★★★★★★

VERDICT
A handy set of electronic patches 
covering many bases that takes full 
advantage of Thor.

★★★★★★★★★★

multis and fi ve 
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